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Back in January, when “going viral” was just a way of being 
popular, we were looking forward to another year of viral 
conservation: more propagation, more field and school events, 

maybe even seminars in our office conference room. And the year did 
get off to a solid start. See the photos on page 2.

But by early March, things were beginning to come apart. No 
doubt, you’ve got your own story from that time! For us, it was like a 
bad patch of whitewater: good luck and quick reflexes seemed to 
matter more than maybe you would have wanted. Here’s how we 
weathered the first half of 2020.

By mid-March, as the epidemic was gathering strength, we decided 
that we had to cancel our volunteer days, indefinitely. That was a 
painful decision. We host about 500 volunteers over the course of an 
ordinary year, and it would be hard to exaggerate their importance to 
us. We rely on them for nearly all of our field and nursery activities. 
(We did make one strategic exception to this decision: Daly and 
Georgina, highly accomplished propagators, agreed to keep things 
going in the greenhouse. And despite all the epidemic-induced chaos, 
their work resulted in the best greenhouse production season that we 
have ever had.)

The loss of volunteers meant more work for our staff and interns. 
It also meant that a lot office chores (like producing newsletters) had 
to be set aside, since more staff hours were needed in the field.

We also realized that we wouldn’t be able to host the usual Spring 
Open House at our DC-area nursery. (The nursery is located in 

Continued on page 2 . . .

Photos: At left, in August, Lisa befriended a cardinal flower (Lobelia 
cardinalis) in one of her household beds. Over the years, Lisa and 
Chris have created a set of gardens that function as a kind of 
suburban oasis for local wildlife — birds, frogs, butterflies, and all 
sorts of other little critters reside there. Chris likes to watch it in 
the evenings. Better than Netflix! He sees it as a kind of giant 
terrarium, except without the walls. In the banner: Low St.  Andrew’s 
Cross (Hypericum stragulum), shown at our WIld Plant Nursery in  
July, is a beautiful example of a native groundlayer plant whose 
mid-Atlantic habitat (forest edge) can be simulated in many suburban 
and urban landscapes.

OUR VERY GENEROUS 2019 DONORS: PAGE 3

A TREE BANK UPDATE: PAGE 6

STILL HERE
2020 part 1:

the first half of our year
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Photos: Above, our diverse volunteer 
base is essential to our local fieldwork. 
In early March, students from the 
National Cathedral and St. Albans 
Schools in Washington, DC, removed 
invasive plants from the Marie Butler 
Leven Preserve in McLean, Virginia. This 
part of the Preserve was planted last 
year by local members of SEWA 
international, a Hindu social services 
organization.  At left, also in March, 
germination was well underway at the 
Chantilly, Virginia, greenhouse.

2020: PLANS DIDN’T DO US MUCH GOOD
. . . continued from page 1

Fairfax County’s Franconia Park, in Springfield, Virginia.) Even 
though the event was planned for May, not March, nobody on staff 
seemed to think that the virus was “just going to disappear” by then. 
But canceling the Open House created a major funding problem, since 
this is usually our most important fundraiser of the year. It normally 
brings in about $30,000. To compensate, Matt, our Conservation 
Manager, developed a version of curb-side pickup, in which clients 
could drive into our nursery and collect their orders, which would be 
set out in little cinder-block bays along “Nursery Boulevard,” the 
gravel road that runs through the center of the nursery.

At about the same time, we were hearing rumours that Fairfax 
County was going to shut down all of its parks — a measure that 
might effectively close the nursery. We weren’t even sure that our staff 
would be permitted into Franconia Park to do the work needed to 

keep the nursery stock alive. What would that mean for the Sangha as 
a whole? In addition to serving our mission, sales from our nursery 
account for close to half of our revenue. How much of that could we 
afford to lose?

To a certain extent, deft action can create its own reality — and 
Matt seems to have an instinct for that sort of thing. Despite the fact 
that curb-side was working well, he was already developing another 
way to rebuild sales: free delivery within the close-in NOVA jurisdic-
tions — Arlington, Fairfax, Alexandria, and so on. We announced the 
delivery service on March 22. Two days later, the County closed all the 
parks, but we were grateful that our staff was allowed to continue 
working in the nursery.

Matt’s delivery idea proved to be far more popular than we 
expected. We weren’t prepared for the tidal wave of plant orders from 
hundreds of generous clients, many of whom were probably not 

expecting to have quite so much free 
time available for gardening. Matt and 
Katherine, our Development Manager, 
did their first delivery on March 27, to 
22 homes throughout NOVA — a full 
pickup truck plus a full trailer. The idea, 
initially, was to spend a half-day on

Continued on page 7 . . .
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Above 20,000

Sophia Lynn & David Frederick

5,000 – 20,000

The Greater Washington Community
Foundation ($12,860)

Bill & Helen Ackerman ($11,850)
Bruce Engelbert & Cynthia Irmer ($10,000) 
Two anonymous donors  ($10,000)
Elizabeth Ann Martin ($10,000)

For our internship program
The LWH Family Foundation ($10,000)
Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation

($9,900)
Mary Sylvia ($8,669)
Kenneth & Linda Schatz ($5,000)
An anonymous foundation ($5,000)

1,000 – 4,999

Heidi Allen & Tibor Lazar
Lisa & Chris Bright 

Stephen & Kathleen Crow 
Rick Haeuber & Amy Frey
Alexander Hershey & Beatriz Valencia 
Karla Jamir & Paul Glist 
The Jen Family Charitable Trust
Robert & Nora Jordan 
Ashley Mattoon & David Leopold 
Patricia Molumby 
Daniel & Teresa Murrin 
Meghan & Gregory Noe Fellows 
Dennis & Allison O’Connor 
Eileen O’Neill & Michael Jakob 
Karen Ringstrand 
John & Pam Ruml 
Janet Sasser
The Scheidel Foundation 
Christina Schreiner
Marianne Vakiener & Paul Kohlbrenner 
Tommy & Krissy Ventre 
Vincent Verweij 
Pamela Weeks
And an anonymous donor

IN GRATITUDE TO OUR MAJOR DONORS FOR 2019IN GRATITUDE TO OUR MAJOR DONORS FOR 2019

We thank everyone who has given to the Sangha, in whatever form.  We owe a special debt of gratitude to these people and organizations, 
who made major donations to our work last year.  The Sangha has drawn great strength from their generosity and vision.  May the spirit of 
their gifts continue to live within our work and practice.

Fairfax County: Our 2019
Government Partner

Our government partners are crucial allies in 
conservation. We are grateful for the funding 
that these agencies provide for our work. 
Last year, Fairfax County granted us $16,150 
for work in the County’s parks & schoolyards.

Photo: Your donations are saving this 
endangered forest near the Dominican 
Republic / Haiti border.  We took this photo 
last January, when we visited some of the 55 
or so native-forest fragments enrolled in the 
Tree Bank “Forest Credit” program. The 
small-holder farmers who own these frag-
ments receive lines of credit in exchange for 
conserving the forests. (See page 6.) This 
fragment covers about 4 acres and is owned 
by Agustina Aquino Martinez.  Agustina’s 
forest helps protect a stream, and allows her 
to borrow the equivalent of about $450 to 
run her farm. There is very little native 
Caribbean forest left, so conservation might 
be Agustina’s most important “harvest.” Thank 
you for helping us save her forest! 

We apologize for the delay in publishing our 2019 Major Donor list. The epidemic forced us 
to rearrange our work, and we have not had enough time to print a newsletter until now.  
This is our first Acorn of the year! Please note that this list is for 2019, not 2020.
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100 – 249

James Ackermann
Robert & Jorn Ake
Sheila Allen
Ana Arguelles & Jeffrey Wneck
George & Adele Ashkar
David Barefoot
Rachel Bayly
Janice Beaverson & Michael Buckler
Edward & Lisa Bennett
Cemile Bingol
Sylvia & David Bocskor
James Burpo
Sherrie Burson & Roberts Ralls
Kelly Campagne
Christine & Christofer Campe-Price
Jonathan & Alice Cannon
Nancy & David Carey
Giovanni Cesaratto
Katherine Champe Jones
William & Sara Coleman
Frank Collins & Sarah Weaver Collins

In honor of Katherine Collins 
& Neil Gormley’s Wedding

Vern & Mary Conaway
Robert Coontz & Jolene Jesse
Diane Costello
Susan Crawford
Amy Crumpton
Marcia De Sonne
Honora Dent
Robert & Tamsen DeWitt
Suzanne & Randolph Dingwell
Mary Donovan & Stephen Wiley
Jane Downer Collins
Catherine Dubas
Gregory Dworkowitz
Daniel Elmer & Christopher Hoh
Julie Evans
Stacey Evers & Peter Cunniffe
The Falls Church Garden Club
Mary Farrah
Stanley & Judith Feder
Robert Ferrell
Melissa & Robert Floyd
Alan Ford & Elaine Braccio
Suzy Foster & Robert  Greenberg
Mary Frase
Freddie Mac (employer match)
Barbara Ann Freggens
Jennifer & Austin Frum

Thomas & Barbara De Rosa-Joynt
Sherry De Vries
Daniel & Karen DuVal
Margaret Fisher & Jonathan Rosenthal
Brenda Frank & Thomas Blackburn
Friends of Accotink Creek
Clifford & Shirley Gay
Tina Gillian
Julia Goss
Susan Hall
Bert Harris
Tom Hayes
Mary Jensen
George & Terri Lamb
Catherine & George Ledec
Jody Marshall
Diane & Warren Marton
Robert & Carolyn Mattoon
Kathy Meyer
Daphne Miller & Russell Sniady
Pam & Thomas Miller
Elaine Mills & Robert Kline
Sarah Munroe & Edgar Seydel
Valerie & Peter Nye
Oppenheimer Funds (employer match)
Cornelia & Marc Ottersbach
Jenny & William Pate
Alyssa Pease
Doug Petersen & B. Ensor
Suzy Pollard
Cindy Porter
Potomac Hills Womens Club
E. Kemp Prugh
Larry Reavis
Gayle Rossbach
Brandi & Cecelia Sangunett

Amanda Sauer & Sadao Milberg
Mark Smith & John O’Keefe
Susan Tatum
Elaine & James Tholen
Glenn & Joy Tobin
Jerry Via
And three anonymous donors

500 – 999

Lenny Bankester & Bonnie Robinson
Mary Bates
Judith Bexfield
Steve & Nicole Campbell
Colin Christian
Jim Clark & Julia Porter
Toni Genberg
Carol Hotton
Jayme & William Huleatt
Lawrence Janicki
Jane Kirchner
Elizabeth Kiser
Molly & Edwin Lynch
Sarah & William Mayhew
Barbara Nies & Jerald Singer
Open Society Institute (employer match)
Phyllida Paterson
Lynn Scholz
Kim & Pete Scudera
Carol & Bernard Sottili

250 – 499

William Akers
The Amazon Smile Foundation
Laura Beaty
Grace Boey Taylor & Fred Taylor
Deborah Bombard
Stanley Burgiel & Jeneen Piccuirro
Beth Burrous & K. Baer
Donna Chandler
Margaret Chatham
Daly & Georgina Chin
Sylvia Daniels & Katherine Huston 
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Joseph Hirz
Deborah Hren
Neil Hurwitz
Janet Irwin
Claire Isaacson & Kevin Roche
Mary Ann Jacob & John Storrie
Marion Jordan
Margaret Kalacznik
Andrew Keegan & Mary Beth Oelkers-Keegan
David Keegan & Sally Lindfors
Kathryn Kellam & John Cason
Elizabeth Ketz-Robinson & Donald Robinson
Beverly Kilmer
Renee Kitt
Allison Kokkoros
Pam Kress &  Thomas Kriksciun
Cheryl Lai
Doreen Larson
Ling Lay
Marie Leyko & Jerry Poje

In memory of Marie Scudera
Claire Ligon
Gretchen Luchsinger
Eric MacKenzie
Elizabeth Marshall & Jerry Burgess
Janette Mason

In memory of Clare Hayden
Fairfax Master Naturalists

In honor of Colt Gregory
Jeffrey McCusker
William McLaughlin
Ginny McNair & David Nichols
Norma McOmber
Brian Messick

Janice Meyer
Charles Mills
Vijaya & Pradeep Mitra
Valerie Morgan
Donna Murphy
Patricia Murphy
Patsy & Jerry Myracle
Rekha & Prakash Nadkarni
Marty Nielsen
Katherine Offutt
Rodney & Florence  Olsen
Marti Otto &  Richard Renfro
Seong Min Oum & Hyun-Jin Kim
Robert Pearson &Carolyn Grafton
John & Michelle Person 
Catherine Pipan &  John Francis McCrea
Curtis & Roberta Ponce-Barger
Eleanor & Robert Quigley
Ann Raymond & Michael Stangl

In loving memory of Karen Kenneally
Peter Raymond

In memory of Karen Kenneally
Thomas Raymond

In love & honor of Karen Kenneally 
& Peter Raymond

Judith Richter
Theresa Rinehart
Sarah Ross & Robert Smock
Evelio Rubiella
Christine Sakach
Elfatih Salim
Boris & Stephanie Sanders
Brian Sanfelici
Carole Sargent
Michael & Holly Sasso
Gary Shinners
Marjorie Smith
Sandra Spear
Barry Stahl &  Kathy Shollenberger
Edward Stone
Terri Strassburger
Deborah Tronic
Lynn Tveskov
Nancy Vehrs &  Harry Glasgow
Jim Waggener
Ana Walker & Terence Schmitt
Robert & Gail Weigl
Rebecca White
Mark Willcher
Sheri Wilson
John Wingard
James & Lois Witkop
David Youker & Vicki Cooper 
Linda & David Zack 
Anne Zimmermann
And three anonymous donors

Photos: At left, Matt, our Conservation 
Manager, organized plants in March for 
curb-side pickup at our Wild Plant Nursery.  
The nursery is in Franconia Park in Spring-
field, Virginia.  The curb-side option is working 
well. No snacks though. Sorry about that.  
Above, in May, our Tree Bank nursery crew 
put in a native-tree planting on land owned by 
one of our partner farmers, Bienvenido Recio.  
We grew the trees at the Tree Bank nursery.  
As at our Virginia nursery, the trees are all 
local-ecotype. This planting covers about an 
acre. In five to ten years, when a canopy 
begins to form, these trees will be under-
planted with coffee. Bienvenido will get the 
coffee; the wildlife will get the trees.

J Vic & Judith Funderburk
Walter & Ann Garvey
Margaret Gerardin
Paul Gibson
Joan & Norman Gottlieb
Renee Grebe & Matt Iden
Catherine & Owen Greulich
Nancy Hadley & Kerry Lyon
Robert  Hassett & Amy Gardner
Clifford Hall & Diana  Post
Noreen Hannigan & Roy Nanovic
Joanne & David Hardison
Claudia Harvie
Thomas & Lisa Hayes
Kasha Helget
Julie & Seth Heminway
Jack & Deanna High



6

Despite a drought, the epidemic, two quarantines (so far), and 
a ban on large public gatherings, our Tree Bank Hispaniola 
continues to expand, in terms of both forests protected and 

the economic well-being of its clients.
The Tree Bank works along a section of the Dominican Republic / 

Haiti border to conserve and restore native forest and to boost 
small-holder farm incomes. We work on the Dominican side of the 
border because that’s where the remaining forest is, but about 40% of 
the local population is Haitian and the program is meant to help 
everyone.

In our project region, winters are usually dry, but this year’s 
seasonal drought didn’t break until May. The drought would have 
killed thousands of tree seedlings at the Tree Bank nursery, but our 
nursery crew countered by trucking in water from a local stream. (See 
the photo below.) This month, we are installing a third “tinaco” (a big 
water container) at the Tree Bank Nursery, to make the dry seasons 
easier to cope with.

Looking beyond the nursery, all three of the Tree Bank’s main 
resources expanded during the first half of the year. Here’s an update:

1. Crédito Forestal (“Forest Credit”) offers farmers low-cost credit
in exchange for putting some of their best forest fragments into 
easements called “Credit Reserves.” Credit is important for almost any 
business, but for small holders, it’s rarely available. Our program puts 
credit within reach, through conservation: a farm’s Credit Reserve is 
like a credit card — except with much more favorable terms! Forest 
Credit is by far the Tree Bank’s most popular resource, and participa-
tion has increased in nearly every year since we started it in 2011. This 
year, we lent about $36,380 to 55 families to protect 341 acres of 
forest. Each of those numbers is a record. (The corresponding figures 
for 2019 were $33,380, 52 families, and 318 acres — and those 
numbers were also records.)

2. Our coffee and cocoa renewal focuses on areas with native
forest canopy that is not top quality but that is still well worth 
conserving. These fragments still host lots of big trees but the native 
understory is usually gone and there are often problems with invasives. 
Most of these places were once shade-coffee groves, until the coffee 
leaf-rust killed all of the region’s coffee trees, back in 2015. We are 
replanting with rust-resistant coffee and another high-value under-
story crop: cacao, the little tree whose seeds are used to make cocoa 
and chocolate. In our region coffee and cacao are grown only as 
shade crops, so coffee and cocoa profits can create a strong incentive 
to maintain those canopy trees. We have planted thousands of coffee 
and cacao seedlings into these places, and it’s difficult to come up 
with a solid estimate of the total area planted. It’s probably still less 
than 100 acres but not by much. There is strong demand for this kind 
of renewal and we’re planting as fast as we can. This spring, we 
planted another couple of acres — but then we ran out of coffee 
seedlings! Of course, we’re growing more.

TREE BANK UPDATE: RAIN AT LAST, THEN MORE PLANTING
3. Bosques Rentables (“Profitable Forests”) supports the planting

of native, local-ecotype tree seedlings (from the Tree Bank Nursery) 
on degraded pasture or cropland. Once a canopy begins to form, it 
can be underplanted with coffee or cacao to become a younger version 
of the groves just described. In addition to their economic role, these 
plantings create important ecological benefits. They increase local 
native-tree populations, extend wildlife habitat, and boost the 
landscape’s capacity to hold water. (Drought is a growing problem in 
our region.) So far this year, we have planted about 12.5 acres of 
degraded land as Profitable Forest, bringing total area in this category 
to 39 acres. (I think! Estimating aggregate area is difficult.) We planted 
our first Profitable Forests in 2016 and a few of the oldest ones now 
cast enough shade to accommodate a little coffee or cacao. It’s exciting 
to see forest returning to parts of our project area, and it’s gratifying 
that these forests are going to put more pesos in our farmers’ pockets.

Our biggest challenge in creating these plantings is not putting in 
the trees; it’s maintaining them. The plantings have to be chopped free 
of weeds and brush two or three times a year, for the first four or five 
years or so of their existence. Otherwise, the weeds will over-top the 
little trees and kill them. Even when the trees are too tall for that, the 
weeds can slow their growth by robbing them of water and nutrients. 
Canopy shade eventually solves this problem, but in the meantime, we 
chop! During the first half of the year, we chopped out some 22.5 
acres of plantings. That’s a lot of chopping — and it’s not something 
that we can just leave to volunteers. We have to pay for it, to be sure 
that it gets done. So far, this year’s chopping has cost us about $1,300.

In addition to these three resources, the Tree Bank has various 
experimental plantings, and a 45-acre reserve that protects part of an 
important stream drainage. Since its beginnings in 2006, the Tree Bank 
has protected or is replanting some 530 acres of native Caribbean 
forest — a rare and diminishing set of forest types. For more back-
ground on the Tree Bank, check out the February blog presentation on 
our website, at earthsangha.org. (Click the blog button in the top 
menu, on the right.)

— Chris Bright, President

Photo: In April, our crew collected water from a stream to fill one 
of the tanks at the Tree Bank nursery, so that the spring drought 
wouldn’t kill all our trees. (In case you’re wondering: masks did 
eventually arrive in our region.)  We got this photo from Cosme, a 
Tree Bank Co-Director. I asked him if this stream had a name. “No, 
no, no,” he said. “It doesn’t have any name.” Why not? “Well it just 
— because nobody needs to call it anything.” And thus, dear reader, 
was born “El Magnífico Río de Conservación de Árboles” (the 
Magnificent Tree Conservation River).  Mark your atlas.



. . . continued from page 2
deliveries two or three times a week. (Matt and Katherine 
are married, so running deliveries together did not 
increase their risk of infection.) But the orders just kept 
piling up, and we aren’t really configured for long-haul 
retail. Just a few days after their initial foray, our delivery 
team was swamped. The delivery idea was a good one, but 
making it work was going to be tough.

Matt dropped all of his other responsibilities and 
plunged into deliveries full time. Katherine had been 
working with him a day or two a week, but by mid-April, 
delivery was all that either of them was doing — and they 
were doing it full-time, six days a week.

Katherine, who excels at organization, made a few key 
changes in order management. She adapted our invoicing 
to the changed circumstances, developed a master 
spreadsheet for tracking orders, and tackled the logistical 
challenges of matching truck volume to delivery routes. 
These changes allowed Matt to spend more time helping 
customers plan their plantings.

Lisa, our Executive Director, was pulled into the 
delivery frenzy as well. Since she had the best sense for 
what is growing where in the nursery, she could pull 
plants for orders much faster than anybody else. By the 
end of March, the first item on her workday agenda was 
an hour or so of matching plants to Katherine’s order 
lists. The nursery has a paid internship program, and we 
drew on that too: in April, we hired one of our summer 
interns early, just to help assemble orders.

Also in April, Chris, our President, managed to get 
one of those Small Business Administration “PPP” 
(Paycheck Protection Program) loans. The loan was for 
$46,207. PPP loan amounts were based on payroll data. 
The loan may be forgiven, effectively making it a grant. 
And instead of using the money as a down payment on a 
Lamborghini (Seriously. Just Google it), Chris put the 
cash in the bank, to make sure that we could pay our staff 
and interns.

For Katherine and Matt, a delivery routine emerged: 
arrive at the nursery around 8:00; pull plants from the 
container yard and assemble plant orders; make deliveries 
in whatever order made the most geographic sense, then 
try to get home by 6:00. After dinner, deal with all the 
orders and questions that had come in during the day and 
all the invoices for the orders that had just gone out. And 
keep doing that, initially for six days a week, and after a 
couple of weeks, when that became too exhausting, five 
days a week. Our team found that they could usually 
deliver 13 to 20 orders per day. Their record was 25.

They also discovered that it wasn’t feasible to keep the 
delivery area to just the close-in jurisdictions. There were 
planting projects farther out that, for various reasons, 
were well worth supporting. Their most distant destina-
tions were Lovettsville, Sky Meadows State Park, and 
Harper’s Ferry.

Our deliveries ended at the end of May. By that time, 
Matt and Katherine had logged over 3,000 miles in Matt’s

Continued on the back page . . .
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Photos: At top, in April at our Wild Plant Nursery in Springfield, Virginia, Matt 
(at left) and Nursery Intern Izzie Wolter pack orders into Matt’s pickup. Orders 
had to be packed according to delivery sequence; to avoid confusion and delay, 
the last order in was supposed to be the first one out.  Above and also in April, 
at the Marie Butler Leven Preserve in McLean, Virginia, weeding pays off — at 
least in some spots.  A dense patch of invasive Japanese honeysuckle (Lonicera 
japonica) and periwinkle (Vinca minor) yields ground to this specimen of yellow 
toadshade (Trillium luteum), one of three trillium species growing in the park. 
While it’s probably not native to Fairfax County, toadshade is not invasive and it 
has a cultural significance for this property, since it was probably planted here by 
the Leven family, who donated the Preserve to the County Park Authority.

2020: WE DELIVERED!



The Earth Sangha is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) charity based in the Washington, 

DC, area and devoted to ecological restoration. We work in the spirit of    

Buddhist practice, but our members and volunteers come from a wide variety 

of religious and secular backgrounds.

Want to contact us or make a donation? You can support our work by 

becoming a member. Membership starts at $35 per year. Donations are tax- 

deductible. You can mail us a check (made out to “Earth Sangha”) or donate 

on our website. We will send you a receipt and include you in our mailings.  

(If your name and address are correct on your check, there is no need to send 

us anything else.) To donate specifically to our DC-Area programs, write 

“DC-Area” on the check memo line; to donate specifically to the Tree Bank, 

write “Tree Bank” on the memo line. Contact us at: Earth Sangha, 5101 I 

Backlick Road, Annandale, VA 22003-6090 | (703) 333-3022 | 

earthsangha.org. Complete program information is available on our website.

Want to volunteer with us? We work with volunteers at 

our Wild Plant Nursery and our field sites in northern 

Virginia. For more information see our website or call 

Matt Bright at (703) 333-3022.

The Acorn: Our newsletter is printed on paper that is 

100% post-consumer waste recycled, process chlorine- 

free, and manufactured entirely with wind-generated 

electricity. This issue copyright © 2020, Earth Sangha.

Gold-rated: The Earth Sangha has a gold rating from 

GuideStar Exchange for commitment to transparency.

One of the best: The Earth Sangha is recognized by the 

Catalogue for Philanthropy as “one of the best small 

charities in the Washington, DC, region.”

conservation in practiceconservation in practice

Photo: In June, at our Wild Plant Nursery in Springfield, Virginia, 
Matt and Nursery Intern Katie Danner exercised crucial foresight by 
remembering to include space for a door in the frame of this new 
greenhouse. We’re building a series of little, solar-heated greenhouses 
at the nursery. 

2020: WHAT WE’RE LEARNING
. . . continued from page 7

truck and delivered $98,767 worth of stock, amounting to 16,120 
trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants. Some deliveries included 
hundreds of plants, but they also delivered orders as small as a single 
plant. Katherine says that the period from the end of March through 
early May was just a blur. “There was no rhythm to our life,” she said.

In mid-May, the parks reopened and we reinstated curb-side 
pickup. That’s still working well. And we’re more or less current on 
funding, so the delivery project was a solid success in terms of its 
primary metric. But it was successful in more ways than that.

Despite the exhausting routine, Matt and Katherine say that they 
learned a lot from this experience. The most obvious lesson: there is a 
huge demand for the Sangha’s plants — but they noticed stock from 
other nurseries as well, and we hope that means that they’re doing well 
too. And our clients are great! There were lots of veteran customers, 
and lots of new people too. “I loved seeing the people,” said Katherine, 
who pointed out that many houses sitting in standard, boring turf are 
actually home to people interested in native plants, but who are just 
getting started — just beginning to organize plantings. “Sometimes we 
would pull up and check the address a couple of times because the 
place didn’t have any plantings,” she said. Clearly, when it comes to 
our native flora, there’s a lot of room for growth. Literally! And the 
growth is already happening. Katherine said, “I now have a sense that 
we are truly surrounded by our plants.”

One other lesson learned, and not for the first time: our donors are 
amazing! Throughout the first half of the year, while many of them 
were doubtless struggling with their own COVID issues, the donations 
continued to come in, even when we were too busy to ask for them. 
Our thanks to everone who helped us through that difficult time. 
Better times lie ahead — and in our case, that’s largely your doing!




